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Large, complex projects (e.g. traffic and drainage) should be submitted well before the 
February cutoff date to allow adequate time for scope and cost development. 
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	Benefits:  The Lower Presidio Historic Park is a beautiful place in the middle of the Monterey Waterfront that is almost unknown and is probably the least visited historic site on the Monterey Peninsula.  Monterey acquired the approximately 26 acres of public land at the Lower Presidio from the Department of the Army by 50-year lease entered into in 1996.  The area is generally described as bounded by the Sloat     (see attached continuation)
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	Comment1: 190 characters.
	Phone:  831-521-2313
	Name: Old Monterey Foundation, Frank Sollecito, President
	Neighborhood: Immediately between and adjacent to Old Town and New Monterey
	Email: c/o Willard P. McCrone, Secretary,  wpmccrone@earthlink.net
	Address: 98 Del Monte Avenue, Suite 201, Monterey, CA, 93940
	Title: Initial Improvements to Lower Presidio Historic Park to allow public use.
	Location: Lower Presidio Park below the Sloat Monument to Lighthouse Curve.
	Type: Removal of fencing and trees; creation of dg pathway; installation of signs, benches
	Description: A Master Plan of the Lower Presidio Historic Park was approved in 2002 by the City, but nothing has been done to implement the Plan.  This project would accomplish the preliminary implementation of the Plan with modest improvements including:  dg pathways      (see continuation attached)  
	Cost: 
	Ongoing Cost: 
	Comments2: DESCRIPTION OF IMPROVEMENTS - CONTINUATION

around the Castillos/ and up to the Sloat Monument; benches and picnic tables; signage; thinning of trees; removal of the dilapidated cyclone fence with an historically accurate wooden fence; and development and erection of interpretative signs.   

DESCRIPTION OF NEED FOR PROJECT - CONTINUATION

Monument up the hill to the southeast and Lighthouse Curve from Foam Street to Pacific Street.  The leased land contains several landmarks that are eligible or presently listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  It is named the Lower Presidio Historic Park in both the lease and the Master Plan but, 18 years after signing the Lease, even the name appears nowhere on the site.

The purpose of the lease was to benefit the public by establishing and developing the Lower Presidio Historic Park highlighting the several historic periods of interpretation of importance at the Presidio.  They include: (1) prehistoric archeological remains of indigenous tribes:  (2) the Spanish period beginning with the landing of Father Serra and Portola in 1770, including the first Castillo through the Bouchard raid in 1818; (3) the Mexican period (from 1821), until U.S. occupation, including the mistaken invasion in 1842 by Catesby-Jones;  (4) the American/California period beginning in 1846 through the period during which Fort Mervine was a coastal defense and cavalry post; (5) into the modern era beginning after the turn of the century when the Presidio became primarily a military training facility leading up to the present day Defense Language institute.
All periods have archeological or presently existing landmarks that can be exhibited and interpreted to the public with some development.  

The Lower Presidio Master Plan was prepared in 2002 as required by the Lease.  It collates the history and outlines the improvements that can be made to the site to fulfill its historic heritage and park purpose.    It includes ballpark cost estimates for the whole project, but only the costs incurred for the preliminary implementation would be needed to create a complete park that would enrich the public.  Items such as historic fencing (rather than cyclone fence), dg pathways, benches, and interpretive signs and monuments are relatively inexpensive compared to the total projected cost of the plan.  Moreover, those costs and tasks can easily be phased to permit a piecemeal approach to improvements that can be accomplished with multiple and serial grants or funding.

Nothing has happened at the site since the 2002 Master Plan was written.  18 years of the 50-year lease have expired.  When combined with the spectacular views and setting for recreational use and historical tourism, the time has come to quantify and prioritize improvements to so that we can get to work realizing the promise of this plan.  This park is within the scope of Waterfront improvements included within our pending Waterfront Master Plan, but we need not wait for full rollout of the Master Plan to make a significant improvement to our history on display.

The possibility exists to obtain other private and/or matching funds and grants to implement a second phase of the Plan which would link the Recreation Trail to the Park.
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